Data/Warrant/Claim

What do you have to know?

Deciphering data from warrants and claims is fairly simple. Being able to ensure that your warrants and claims are clearly linked, however, is more of a challenge. 

Consider the following chart in which students were given data, then asked to write appropriate warrants and claims from the data. You’ll note that in the Good student samples, a very clear link is present between the warrant and the claim. These links have been underlined so you can appreciate their overlap. 

	Data 

(the facts)
	Warrant 

(reason why you think the data are true or significant)
	Claim 

(what—if anything—should be done about the data and the warrant)

	In 2003, only 34% of high school seniors reported studying or doing homework 6 or more hours per week; in 1987, 47% of students studied at least 6 hours weekly.
	Good
High school curriculum is getting less intense.

Bad

Kids have gotten lazy.
	Good

Intensify the curriculum.

Bad

Students should wake up and smell the coffee! This claim is not linked to the warrant. There’s no reason offered why kids need to wake up!


	In America, 7 billion gallons of water are used daily on residential lawns.


	Good

Americans waste water on nonessential uses.

Fluffy

Americans waste water.
	Good

Ration the amount of water that Americans can use for nonessential purposes.

Fluffy

Americans don’t conserve water. This statement begs the question and repeats the warrant in different terms without making a claim of what we should do about the problem.

	In 2006, sales of dolls, action figures, and outdoor toys were down sharply, while electronic sales to children were up 16.6%.


	Good

The rise of technology has created new demands for electronic toys.

Bad

Kids only want electronic toys.
	Good

Toy companies should invest more in processor chip technology.

Bad

Kids have been brainwashed.

There is a missing link here! How did we get from what kids want to their being brainwashed?


	Forty-seven percent of dogs in the U.S. are permitted to sleep in a family member’s bed.


	Good
American families treat their pets like members of the family.

Fluffy

Dogs have gotten lonelier.

There is no evidence for this warrant—making the claim that follows ridiculous as well.
	Good
Pet accessory manufacturers should appeal to parenting instincts and market their products using guilt.

Fluffy

Dogs need to sleep with their owners.

	In 2001, spam accounted for 5% of Internet traffic; today it’s often 90%—more than 100 billion unsolicited messages every day. 


	Good
The profitability from spam is increasing, drawing in more respondents.

Bad

As the Internet becomes more popular, scam artists are trying to cash in on it.
	Good
Internet users should invest in good spam filters to avoid the expense of being scammed.

Bad

There are more scams online.

This observation—which may or may not be true—is not a claim. It doesn’t tell us what to do or think about the warrant.

	Nationally, only 46% of people summoned for jury duty actually show up. 


	Good
Americans are not taking their civic obligation of jury duty seriously.

Fluffy

The majority of Americans ignore their civic duties.

First of all, the data doesn’t support 
this—46% is not a majority.


	Good
Americans who fail to respond for jury duty should be made to attend a class on civic responsibility and/or fined. 

Fluffy

Americans prefer to be lawless anarchists.

Huh? How did we get from ignoring civic duty to a revolution?


Ultimately, these logical units need to be organized into paragraphs so they can form the body of an essay. When converting data, warrant, claim into a paragraph, the arrangement of the elements becomes:

Warrant

Data

Claim

Here is a sample paragraph that uses the warrant (w), data (d), and claim (c) from the first item on the sample grid. 

The high school curriculum is getting less intense (w). In 2003, only 34% of high school seniors reported studying or doing homework 6 or more hours per week; whereas, in 1987, 47% of students studied at least 6 hours weekly (d). To ready students for the rigors of college, high school curriculum should be intensified (c). 
What do you have to do?

Complete the following grid by supplying new warrants and claims for the data given above. There are no right answers! In fact, you should be able to conceive of multiple warrants and claims for each piece of data.

	Data 

(the facts)
	Warrant 

(reason why you think the data are true or significant)
	Claim 

(what—if anything—should be done about the data and the warrant)


	In 2003, only 34% of high school seniors reported studying or doing homework 6 or more hours per week; in 1987, 47% of students studied at least 6 hours weekly.
	
	


	In America, 7 billion gallons of water are used daily on residential lawns.


	
	

	In 2006, sales of dolls, action figures, and outdoor toys were down sharply, while electronic sales to children were up 16.6%.
	
	

	Forty-seven percent of dogs in the U.S. are permitted to sleep in a family member’s 

bed.


	
	

	In 2001, spam accounted for 5% of internet traffic; today it’s often 90%—more than 100 billion unsolicited messages every day. 


	
	

	Nationally, only 46% of people summoned for jury duty actually show up. 


	
	


What do you have to do NOW?

Working with the information supplied in the above table, extract data, warrant, and claim for one of the topic areas. Then, rearrange the information into a paragraph that puts the warrant first, then the data, followed by the claim.

�Do you want to use this word (I’d use support) – especially as the word warrant has a specific meaning within the world of debate (and this comment is in the Warrant section)?





