
English 10 Schedule for Shakespeare Unit  

 

4/21 
Lord  of Flies Vocab 
Jeopardy 
 

4/23  
Lord of the Flies Exam 
 

4/25  
intro to Shakespeare—off the page                    
   

4/28   
a. Calendar 
b. Emotions Lesson 
--Quickwrite 
--Group Work 

4/29-30  MSND: plot and film 
ACT I, scene 1,2  
ACT II, scene 1,2,  
ACT III, scene 1, 2, 3 
ACT IV, scene 1, 2 
ACT V, scene 1, epilogue 

5/ 1-2  Othello: plot and film 
ACT I, scene 1,2 3 
ACT II, scene 1,2, 3 
ACT III, scene 1-4 
ACT IV, scene 1, 2, 3, 
ACT V, scene 1, 2 

5/5  Subtext, scoring, and 
pacing Lesson 
--Quickwrite 
--Group Work 
  
HOMEWORK: 
Read, translate, and 
prepare your role for Act 
I 
 

5/6-7     ACT I 

Small groups read, review, perform Act 

I  --Maxson checks in.       

HOMEWORK: 
Read, translate, and prepare your role 
for Act II 
                                                    

5/8-9  ACT II 
 
Small groups read, review, perform Act II        

--Maxson checks in.       

HOMEWORK: 
Read, translate, and prepare your role for 
Act III for Wednesday 
 
 

5/12 Gestures, Body 
Language, Movement, 
and Stage Fighting 
Lesson 
--Quickwrite 
--Group Work 
 

5/13-14    ACT III 
Small groups read, review, perform Act 

III --Maxson checks in.       

HOMEWORK: 
Read, translate, and prepare your role 
for Act IV 

5/15-16    ACT IV 
Small groups read, review, perform Act IV -

-Maxson checks in.       

HOMEWORK: 
Read, translate, and prepare your role for 
Act V 

5/19  
Small groups read, 

review, perform Act V  

--Maxson checks in.       

HOMEWORK: 
Think about your cutting.  

5/20-21  
Cut, plan, choreograph, practice for 
your final: 
--Maxson checks in.       

 
 

5/23  
Monday schedule: more practice 
 

5/26 
NO SCHOOL:  
Memorial Day 

5/27 -5/28  
Other, less important finals (jk) 

5/29  
Period 7 Final Performances 
 
Graduation: 5:30  
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MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM PLOT OVERVIEW 

Theseus, duke of Athens, is preparing for his marriage to Hippolyta, queen of the Amazons, with a four-day festival of pomp and 

entertainment. He commissions his Master of the Revels, Philostrate, to find suitable amusements for the occasion. Egeus, an Athenian 

nobleman, marches into Theseus’s court with his daughter, Hermia, and two young men, Demetrius and Lysander. Egeus wishes 

Hermia to marry Demetrius (who loves Hermia), but Hermia is in love with Lysander and refuses to comply. Egeus asks for the full 

penalty of law to fall on Hermia’s head if she flouts her father’s will. Theseus gives Hermia until his wedding to consider her options, 

warning her that disobeying her father’s wishes could result in her being sent to a convent or even executed. Nonetheless, Hermia and 

Lysander plan to escape Athens the following night and marry in the house of Lysander’s aunt, some seven leagues distant from the 

city. They make their intentions known to Hermia’s friend Helena, who was once engaged to Demetrius and still loves him even though 

he jilted her after meeting Hermia. Hoping to regain his love, Helena tells Demetrius of the elopement that Hermia and Lysander have 

planned. At the appointed time, Demetrius stalks into the woods after his intended bride and her lover; Helena follows behind him. 

In these same woods are two very different groups of characters. The first is a band of fairies, including Oberon, the fairy king, and 

Titania, his queen, who has recently returned from India to bless the marriage of Theseus and Hippolyta. The second is a band of 

Athenian craftsmen rehearsing a play that they hope to perform for the duke and his bride. Oberon and Titania are at odds over a 

young Indian prince given to Titania by the prince’s mother; the boy is so beautiful that Oberon wishes to make him a knight, but Titania 

refuses. Seeking revenge, Oberon sends his merry servant, Puck, to acquire a magical flower, the juice of which can be spread over a 

sleeping person’s eyelids to make that person fall in love with the first thing he or she sees upon waking. Puck obtains the flower, and 

Oberon tells him of his plan to spread its juice on the sleeping Titania’s eyelids. Having seen Demetrius act cruelly toward Helena, he 

orders Puck to spread some of the juice on the eyelids of the young Athenian man. Puck encounters Lysander and Hermia; thinking 

that Lysander is the Athenian of whom Oberon spoke, Puck afflicts him with the love potion. Lysander happens to see Helena upon 

awaking and falls deeply in love with her, abandoning Hermia. As the night progresses and Puck attempts to undo his mistake, both 

Lysander and Demetrius end up in love with Helena, who believes that they are mocking her. Hermia becomes so jealous that she tries 

to challenge Helena to a fight. Demetrius and Lysander nearly do fight over Helena’s love, but Puck confuses them by mimicking their 

voices, leading them apart until they are lost separately in the forest. 

When Titania wakes, the first creature she sees is Bottom, the most ridiculous of the Athenian craftsmen, whose head Puck has 

mockingly transformed into that of an ass. Titania passes a ludicrous interlude doting on the ass-headed weaver. Eventually, Oberon 

obtains the Indian boy, Puck spreads the love potion on Lysander’s eyelids, and by morning all is well. Theseus and Hippolyta discover 

the sleeping lovers in the forest and take them back to Athens to be married—Demetrius now loves Helena, and Lysander now loves 

Hermia. After the group wedding, the lovers watch Bottom and his fellow craftsmen perform their play, a fumbling, hilarious version of 

the story of Pyramus and Thisbe. When the play is completed, the lovers go to bed; the fairies briefly emerge to bless the sleeping 

couples with a protective charm and then disappear. Only Puck remains, to ask the audience for its forgiveness and approval and to 

urge it to remember the play as though it had all been a dream. 
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CHARACTERS in MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM 

Puck -  Also known as Robin Goodfellow, Puck is Oberon’s jester, a mischievous fairy who delights in playing pranks on mortals. His 

antics are responsible for many of the complications that propel the other main plots: he mistakes the young Athenians, applying the 

love potion to Lysander instead of Demetrius, thereby causing chaos within the group of young lovers; he also transforms Bottom’s 

head into that of an ass 

Oberon -  The king of the fairies, Oberon is initially at odds with his wife, Titania, because she refuses to relinquish control of a young 

Indian prince whom he wants for a knight. Oberon’s desire for revenge on Titania leads him to send Puck to obtain the love-potion 

flower that creates so much of the play’s confusion and farce. 

Titania -  The beautiful queen of the fairies, Titania resists the attempts of her husband, Oberon, to make a knight of the young Indian 

prince that she has been given. Titania’s brief, potion-induced love for Nick Bottom, whose head Puck has transformed into that of an 

ass, yields the play’s foremost example of the contrast motif.                                                                                                       

Lysander -  A young man of Athens, in love with Hermia. Lysander’s relationship with Hermia invokes the theme of love’s difficulty: he 

cannot marry her openly because Egeus, her father, wishes her to wed Demetrius; when Lysander and Hermia run away into the forest, 

Lysander becomes the victim of misapplied magic and wakes up in love with Helena.                                                                 

Demetrius -  A young man of Athens, initially in love with Hermia and ultimately in love with Helena. Demetrius’s obstinate pursuit of 

Hermia throws love out of balance among the quartet of Athenian youths and precludes a symmetrical two-couple arrangement.        

Hermia -  Egeus’s daughter, a young woman of Athens. Hermia is in love with Lysander and is a childhood friend of Helena. As a result 

of the fairies’ mischief with Oberon’s love potion, both Lysander and Demetrius suddenly fall in love with Helena. Self-conscious about 

her short stature, Hermia suspects that Helena has wooed the men with her height.                                                                       

Helena -  A young woman of Athens, in love with Demetrius. Demetrius and Helena were once betrothed, but when Demetrius met 

Helena’s friend Hermia, he fell in love with her and abandoned Helena. Lacking confidence in her looks, Helena thinks that Demetrius 

and Lysander are mocking her when the fairies’ mischief causes them to fall in love with her.                                                          

Egeus -  Hermia’s father, who brings a complaint against his daughter to Theseus: Egeus has given Demetrius permission to marry 

Hermia, but Hermia, in love with Lysander, refuses to marry Demetrius.                                                                                      

Theseus -  The heroic duke of Athens, engaged to Hippolyta. Theseus represents power and order throughout the play. He appears 

only at the beginning and end of the story, removed from the dreamlike events of the forest.                                                        

Hippolyta -  The legendary queen of the Amazons, engaged to Theseus.                                                                                            

Nick Bottom -  The overconfident weaver chosen to play Pyramus in the craftsmen’s play for Theseus’s marriage celebration. Bottom 

is full of advice and self-confidence but frequently makes silly mistakes and misuses language.                                                             

Peter Quince -  A carpenter and the nominal leader of the craftsmen’s attempt to put on a play for Theseus’s marriage celebration. 

Quince is often shoved aside by the abundantly confident Bottom. During the craftsmen’s play, Quince plays the Prologue.           

Francis Flute -  The bellows-mender chosen to play Thisbe in the craftsmen’s play for Theseus’s marriage celebration. Forced to play 

a young girl in love, the bearded craftsman determines to speak his lines in a high, squeaky voice.                                                       

Robin Starveling -  The tailor chosen to play Thisbe’s mother in the craftsmen’s play for Theseus’s marriage celebration. He ends up 

playing the part of Moonshine.                                                                                                                                                                  

Tom Snout -  The tinker chosen to play Pyramus’s father in the craftsmen’s play for Theseus’s marriage celebration. He ends up 

playing the part of Wall, dividing the two lovers.                                                                                                                                            

Snug -  The joiner chosen to play the lion in the craftsmen’s play for Theseus’s marriage celebration. Snug worries that his roaring will 

frighten the ladies in the audience.                                                                                                                                                 

Philostrate -  Theseus’s Master of the Revels, responsible for organizing the entertainment for the duke’s marriage celebration.     

Peaseblossom, Cobweb, Mote, and Mustardseed -  The fairies ordered by Titania to attend to Bottom after she falls in love with him. 
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OTHELLO PLOT OVERVIEW  

Othello begins on a street in Venice, in the midst of an argument between Roderigo, a rich man, and Iago. Roderigo has been paying 

Iago to help him in his suit to Desdemona. But Roderigo has just learned that Desdemona has married Othello, a general whom Iago 

begrudgingly serves as ensign. Iago says he hates Othello, who recently passed him over for the position of lieutenant in favor of the 

inexperienced soldier Michael Cassio. 

Unseen, Iago and Roderigo cry out to Brabanzio that his daughter Desdemona has been stolen by and married to Othello, the Moor. 

Brabanzio finds that his daughter is indeed missing, and he gathers some officers to find Othello. Not wanting his hatred of Othello to 

be known, Iago leaves Roderigo and hurries back to Othello before Brabanzio sees him. At Othello’s lodgings, Cassio arrives with an 

urgent message from the duke: Othello’s help is needed in the matter of the imminent Turkish invasion of Cyprus. Not long afterward, 

Brabanzio arrives with Roderigo and others, and accuses Othello of stealing his daughter by witchcraft. When he finds out that Othello 

is on his way to speak with the duke, -Brabanzio decides to go along and accuse Othello before the assembled senate. 

Brabanzio’s plan backfires. The duke and senate are very sympathetic toward Othello. Given a chance to speak for himself, Othello 

explains that he wooed and won Desdemona not by witchcraft but with the stories of his adventures in travel and war. The duke finds 

Othello’s explanation convincing, and Desdemona herself enters at this point to defend her choice in marriage and to announce to her 

father that her allegiance is now to her husband. Brabanzio is frustrated, but acquiesces and allows the senate meeting to resume. The 

duke says that Othello must go to Cyprus to aid in the defense against the Turks, who are headed for the island. Desdemona insists 

that she accompany her husband on his trip, and preparations are made for them to depart that night. 

In Cyprus the following day, two gentlemen stand on the shore with Montano, the governor of Cyprus. A third gentleman arrives and 

reports that the Turkish fleet has been wrecked in a storm at sea. Cassio, whose ship did not suffer the same fate, arrives soon after, 

followed by a second ship carrying Iago, Roderigo, Desdemona, and Emilia, Iago’s wife. Once they have landed, Othello’s ship is 

sighted, and the group goes to the harbor. As they wait for Othello, Cassio greets Desdemona by clasping her hand. Watching them, 

Iago tells the audience that he will use “as little a web as this” hand-holding to ensnare Cassio (II.i.1 6 9 ). 

Othello arrives, greets his wife, and announces that there will be reveling that evening to celebrate Cyprus’s safety from the Turks. 

Once everyone has left, Roderigo complains to Iago that he has no chance of breaking up Othello’s marriage. Iago assures Roderigo 

that as soon as Desdemona’s “blood is made dull with the act of sport,” she will lose interest in Othello and seek sexual sat isfaction 

elsewhere (II.i.2 2 2 ). However, Iago warns that “elsewhere” will likely be with Cassio. Iago counsels Roderigo that he should cast 

Cassio into disgrace by starting a fight with Cassio at the evening’s revels. In a soliloquy, Iago explains to the audience that eliminating 

Cassio is the first crucial step in his plan to ruin Othello. That night, Iago gets Cassio drunk and then sends Roderigo to start a fight with 

him. Apparently provoked by Roderigo, Cassio chases Roderigo across the stage. Governor Montano attempts to hold Cassio down, 

and Cassio stabs him. Iago sends Roderigo to raise alarm in the town. 

The alarm is rung, and Othello, who had left earlier with plans to consummate his marriage, soon arrives to still the commotion. When 

Othello demands to know who began the fight, Iago feigns reluctance to implicate his “friend” Cassio, but he ultimately tells the whole 

story. Othello then strips Cassio of his rank of lieutenant. Cassio is extremely upset, and he laments to Iago, once everyone else has 

gone, that his reputation has been ruined forever. Iago assures Cassio that he can get back into Othello’s good graces by using 

Desdemona as an intermediary. In a soliloquy, Iago tells us that he will frame Cassio and Desdemona as lovers to make -Othello 

jealous. 

In an attempt at reconciliation, Cassio sends some musicians to play beneath Othello’s window. Othello, however, sends his clown to 

tell the musicians to go away. Hoping to arrange a meeting with Desdemona, Cassio asks the clown, a peasant who serves Othello, to 

send Emilia to him. After the clown departs, Iago passes by and tells Cassio that he will get Othello out of the way so that Cassio can 
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speak privately with Desdemona. Othello, Iago, and a gentleman go to examine some of the town’s fortifications. 

Desdemona is quite sympathetic to Cassio’s request and promises that she will do everything she can to make Othello forgive his 

former lieutenant. As Cassio is about to leave, Othello and Iago return. Feeling uneasy, Cassio leaves without talking to Othello. Othello 

inquires whether it was Cassio who just parted from his wife, and Iago, beginning to kindle Othello’s fire of jealousy, replies, “No, sure, I 

cannot think it, / That he would steal away so guilty-like, / Seeing your coming” (III.iii.3 7 – 3 9 ). 

Othello becomes upset and moody, and Iago furthers his goal of removing both Cassio and Othello by suggesting that Cassio and 

Desdemona are involved in an affair. Desdemona’s entreaties to Othello to reinstate Cassio as lieutenant add to Othello’s almost 

immediate conviction that his wife is unfaithful. After Othello’s conversation with Iago, Desdemona comes to call Othello to supper and 

finds him feeling unwell. She offers him her handkerchief to wrap around his head, but he finds it to be “[t]oo little” and lets it drop to the 

floor (III.iii.2 9 1 ). Desdemona and Othello go to dinner, and Emilia picks up the handkerchief, mentioning to the audience that Iago has 

always wanted her to steal it for him. 

Iago is ecstatic when Emilia gives him the handkerchief, which he plants in Cassio’s room as “evidence” of his affair with Desdemona. 

When Othello demands “ocular proof” (III.iii.3 6 5 ) that his wife is unfaithful, Iago says that he has seen Cassio “wipe his beard” 

(III.iii.4 4 4 ) with Desdemona’s handkerchief—the first gift Othello ever gave her. Othello vows to take vengeance on his wife and on 

Cassio, and Iago vows that he will help him. When Othello sees Desdemona later that evening, he demands the handkerchief of her, 

but she tells him that she does not have it with her and attempts to change the subject by continuing her suit on Cassio’s behalf. This 

drives Othello into a further rage, and he storms out. Later, Cassio comes onstage, wondering about the handkerchief he has just found 

in his chamber. He is greeted by Bianca, a prostitute, whom he asks to take the handkerchief and copy its embroidery for him. 

Through Iago’s machinations, Othello becomes so consumed by jealousy that he falls into a trance and has a fit of epilepsy. As he 

writhes on the ground, Cassio comes by, and Iago tells him to come back in a few minutes to talk. Once Othello recovers, Iago tells him 

of the meeting he has planned with Cassio. He instructs Othello to hide nearby and watch as Iago extracts from Cassio the story of his 

affair with Desdemona. While Othello stands out of earshot, Iago pumps Cassio for information about Bianca, causing Cassio to laugh 

and confirm Othello’s suspicions. Bianca herself then enters with Desdemona’s handkerchief, reprimanding Cassio for making her copy 

out the embroidery of a love token given to him by another woman. When Desdemona enters with Lodovico and Lodovico subsequently 

gives Othello a letter from Venice calling him home and instating Cassio as his replacement, Othello goes over the edge, striking 

Desdemona and then storming out. 

That night, Othello accuses Desdemona of being a whore. He ignores her protestations, seconded by Emilia, that she is innocent. Iago 

assures Desdemona that Othello is simply upset about matters of state. Later that night, however, Othello ominously tells Desdemona 

to wait for him in bed and to send Emilia away. Meanwhile, Iago assures the still-complaining Roderigo that everything is going as 

planned: in order to prevent Desdemona and Othello from leaving, Roderigo must kill Cassio. Then he will have a clear avenue to his 

love. 

Iago instructs Roderigo to ambush Cassio, but Roderigo misses his mark and Cassio wounds him instead. Iago wounds Cassio and 

runs away. When Othello hears Cassio’s cry, he assumes that Iago has killed Cassio as he said he would. Lodovico and Graziano 

enter to see what the commotion is about. Iago enters shortly thereafter and flies into a pretend rage as he “discovers” Cassio’s 

assailant Roderigo, whom he murders. Cassio is taken to have his wound dressed. 

Meanwhile, Othello stands over his sleeping wife in their bedchamber, preparing to kill her. Desdemona wakes and attempts to plead 

with Othello. She asserts her innocence, but Othello smothers her. Emilia enters with the news that Roderigo is dead. Othello asks if 

Cassio is dead too and is mortified when Emilia says he is not. After crying out that she has been murdered, Desdemona changes her 

story before she dies, claiming that she has committed suicide. Emilia asks Othello what happened, and Othello tells her that he has 
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killed Desdemona for her infidelity, which Iago brought to his attention. 

Montano, Graziano, and Iago come into the room. Iago attempts to silence Emilia, who realizes what Iago has done. At first, Othello 

insists that Iago has told the truth, citing the handkerchief as evidence. Once Emilia tells him how she found the handkerchief and gave 

it to Iago, Othello is crushed and begins to weep. He tries to kill Iago but is disarmed. Iago kills Emilia and flees, but he is caught by 

Lodovico and Montano, who return holding Iago captive. They also bring Cassio, who is now in a chair because of his wound. Othello 

wounds Iago and is disarmed. Lodovico tells Othello that he must come with them back to Venice to be tried. Othello makes a speech 

about how he would like to be remembered, then kills himself with a sword he had hidden on his person. The play closes with a speech 

by Lodovico. He gives Othello’s house and goods to Graziano and orders that Iago be executed. 

Othello -  The play’s protagonist and hero. A Christian Moor and general of the armies of Venice, Othello is an eloquent and physically 

powerful figure, respected by all those around him. In spite of his elevated status, he is nevertheless easy prey to insecurities because 

of his age, his life as a soldier, and his race.  

Desdemona  -  The daughter of the Venetian senator Brabanzio. Desdemona and Othello are secretly married before the play begins. 

While in many ways stereotypically pure and meek, Desdemona is also determined and self-possessed.  

Iago  -  Othello’s ensign (a job also known as an ancient or standard-bearer), and the villain of the play. Iago is twenty-eight years old.  

Michael Cassio -  Othello’s lieutenant. Cassio is a young and inexperienced soldier, whose high position is much resented by Iago. 

Truly devoted to Othello, Cassio is extremely ashamed after being implicated in a drunken brawl.                                                     

Emilia  -  Iago’s wife and Desdemona’s attendant. A cynical, worldly woman, she is deeply attached to her mistress and distrustful of 

her husband.                                                                                                                                                                                        

Roderigo  -  A jealous suitor of Desdemona. Young, rich, and foolish, Roderigo is convinced that if he gives Iago all of his money, Iago 

will help him win Desdemona’s hand.                                                                                                                                                         

Bianca  -  A courtesan, or prostitute, in Cyprus. Bianca’s favorite customer is Cassio, who teases her with promises of marriage.         

Brabanzio  -  Desdemona’s father, a somewhat blustering and self-important Venetian senator.                                                          

Duke of Venice -  The official authority in Venice, the duke has great respect for Othello as a public and military servant. His primary 

role within the play is to reconcile Othello and Brabanzio in Act I, scene iii, and then to send Othello to Cyprus.                                   

Montano  -  The governor of Cyprus before Othello. We see him first in Act II, as he recounts the status of the war and awaits the 

Venetian ships.                                                                                                                                                                                             

Lodovico  -  One of Brabanzio’s kinsmen, Lodovico acts as a messenger from Venice to Cyprus. He arrives in Cyprus in Act IV with 

letters announcing that Othello has been replaced by Cassio as governor.                                                                                                   

Graziano  -  Brabanzio’s kinsman who accompanies Lodovico to Cyprus.                                                                                              

Clown  -  Othello’s servant. The clown appears only in two short scenes. 

 


