Independent Reading Book Talk #2: The Movie Poster/Trailer Project

The function of a movie poster is to advertise. Within that function is the ability to communicate, sell, and persuade. Thus, the poster must appeal to the eye. A good poster is one which is attention-grabbing, succinct, convincing and memorable.

Some characteristics of strong poster design include:

•Arrange the image(s) and text without a lot of “busy” clutter. 

•Arrange the design and lettering to attract the attention 
•Text and design should be large enough to be seen from a distance, usually 8-12 feet.

•Use harmonious color combinations. 

•Design and text style must complement each other.
•The design should not detract from the impact of the words.

Assignment Generalities

Use your independent reading book as the vehicle for your movie poster (or trailer, if you are so inclined). Your film may be a comedy, drama, documentary, etc. 

You may use Powerpoint slide, Photoshop or Word saved as a pdf or jpeg, Prezi slide. If you wish to present to the entire class, you do not need to print your poster.  You can show it on the overhead projector and present.  If you wish to present to a smaller group, you must print your poster: 26” width x 40” length.  You may need to get these printed at Kinkos or cut/paste or draw by hand.  Identify your target audience. Both should be evident in your choice of color, font, and layout.

Project Requirements

•Dimensions of the Movie Poster is: 26” width x 40” length or display on overhead
· (3) major images or (1) central Image with a thoughtful background

· A title, catch-phrase, and complete movie credits 
· Names of main actors/actresses/narrator (max. four) 

· Fictitious Credits for Production Company, Producer, Author/Screenplay WRITER (make this the author of your book), Director 
· A hook or tag-line on the poster (perhaps a quote from text or something you make up).

· A rating and a reason: (Rated R: mature situations, violence, and profanity. Choices include: G, PG, PG-13, R…. sorry, no “X” or NC-17 movies allowed) 
· At least 2 positive comments from movie reviewers.

See examples: 
http://www.onesheetdesign.com
http://movieposter.com/
http://allposters.com
http://www.musicman.com/00pic/credits.jpg
In your oral presentation, answers to the following questions: 

1. Summarize your independent reading book. What is the “purpose”? 

2. What choices did you make for your poster (font, color, actors, etc) and why? how was it reflected in your choice of colors, font and layout?
ASSESSMENT

Graphics & Type

· All graphics are appropriate/thoughtful to topic/audience
· Overall Design, Title, and Main Image can be clearly read & understood from "across the street." 
· Colors enhance presentation
Overall Appearance

· The poster is presented creatively and organized neatly
· Background and text make all parts easy to see and read.
Spelling, Grammar, and Punctuation

· Spelling, punctuation, and grammar were all correct

Oral Presentation

· Appropriately detailed 

· Thoughts are well organized/prepared 
· Strong vocal quality & body language
· Offer examples from the text for choices/reasoning
