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aka Mini-research Speech/Paper

Due Dates:  December 6th

Worth: 100 points project

-75 points for paper
-25 points for the speech

Your Task:  Research, write, and present a speech informing your audience on some aspect of current events (within the last 18 months) in the Middle East EXCEPT for the Israeli Palestinian Conflict. Your primary focus is to expose your knowledge of the issue or event.  You will have up to 3 minutes for your speech and your paper should be 2 full typed (double-spaced, 12 point font, times new roman) pages with a works cited page.  

Your speech must include:
1) A CLEAR and THOUGHTFUL PRESENTATION APPROPRIATE VISUAL AID (Must make sure any electronic aides will work prior to presentation)
2) be clear and well organized

3) offer several different sources to support your expert opinions/information

4) be close to 3 minutes (speeches over or under 30 second “grace” period will have points deducted)
5) have good eye contact, voice variety and volume, and use gestures and movement to emphasis your points.

 Your essay must include:
1. have the correct formatting: MLA formatting and works cited page.
2. NARROW FOCUS and IN-DEPTH COVERAGE on the topic.
3. show evidence of extensive research  (to be cited correctly)
a. At least FOUR credible sources

b. Integrate quoted material into your own thoughts and ideas.
4. be absolutely clean of ALL spelling and grammar usage errors.

POSSIBLE TOPICS:
1) Arab Spring: Political Turmoil in Tunisia

2) Arab Spring: Political Turmoil in Syria

3) Arab Spring: Political Turmoil in Libya

4) Arab Spring: Political Turmoil in Bahrain

5) Arab Spring(?): Political Suppression in Saudi Arabia

6) OPEC and energy policy in the Middle East (Dubai, UAE, Saudi Arabia)

7) War in Afghanistan

8) Iran/US relations

9) War in Iraq

10)  Terrorism

11) Roots of Islam in the Middle East (include something current)

12) Roots of Judaism in the Middle East (include something current)

13) Roots of Christianity in the Middle East (include something current)
14) Another topic approved by Ms. Maxson
