SAMPLE QUOTATION EXPLICATIONS for Into the Wild:
EXAMPLE #1 

“ He did a lot of socializing.  Sometimes I think it was like he was storing up company for the times when he knew nobody would be around” (44).

Jan Burris gives her view on Chris based on her recollection of his time selling at the flea market.  The writer is foreshadowing and attempting to explain how a personable teen could have talked with people and then disappeared. As a reader, it seemed intimate and philosophical.
EXAMPLE #2 

“EXTREMLY WEAK, FAULT OF POT. SEED. MUCH TROUBLE JUST TO STAND UP. STARVING. GREAT JEOPARDY” (189).
After years of adventurous living and crossing primarily the West Coast of the United States, Chris McCandless is living in a bus on the Stampede Trail; Chris is near death.  He has written these words into his journal on July 30—just weeks before his death from starvation.
One of the most noticeable markers of this entry is the misspelling of “extremly.” Chris, a bright scholar who explore philosophy, would likely know the accurate spelling of such a simply word.  The misspelling indicates to what a significant extent Chris had deteriorated.  Moreover, he doesn’t use proper punctuation which is not characteristic of his other writings.  One might imagine that punctuation and spelling matter little to someone on the verge of starvation. 

Although his mind might not be as agile as it once was, he clearly understands the peril he is facing when he states, “GREAT JEOPARDY.” He indicates that the jeopardy he faces is due to the “pot. seed.”  Krakauer offers a details argument in which he surmises that the cause of Chris’ death was the crippling effects of eating the toxic seeds of wild potato.  He exams the tools that Chris had to determine edible plants from inedible ones.  Though crystalized on page 192,  Krakauer crafts this argument throughout the book.  Each time he mentions that Chris was an avid reader and a good student, he subtly suggests that Chris looked to the book, Tanaina Plantlore, to advise him on edible and non-edible plants.  Krakauer surmises that it is the lack of information provide in this text that causes Chris to make the fatal mistake of eating the potato seeds and not just the root—ultimately poisoning him and giving him no way to escape “becoming trapped in the wild” (195).
